THE WHITE HOUSE 


WASHINGTON 


May 17, 1963 


MEMORANDUM FOR 
MR. BUNDY 


Attached is the Cuba chronology which 
was mentioned at your meeting this 
morning with Messrs. Rostow, Chayes, 
McNaughton, and Yarmolinsky. 


Copies have been sent to all the meeting’ 
participants. 


Cxa 


Gordon Chase 


Chronolory of Important “vents in 
Tnited States—cua: veLlavions 


1957 = 1962 


nega 
Summary 


The attached chronolosy for the period 1957-1962 records, on the one hand, 
Unitoc States Goverrment attermts to cet alone with the Castro regime in Cuba, 
ard on the other, that regime's hostility toward the United States and betrayal 

of the Cuben revolution to internaticnal commnisn. 


As early as 1957 the United “tates Government expressed its concern over 
political unrest in tuba. In 1955 we susoended arms shinmonts to the Ratista 
goverment, which, in disregard of an agreement with the United States, had 
used them to combat the revolutionary movenent headed by Fidel Castro. When 
the Castro regime came to nower in 1959, the πλοῦ States looked upon 1% with 
symoativy, recognized it almost immediately, and weleaned its promises of political 
freedom and social justice for the Cuban people. We made clear our willingness 
to discusa Cubals economic needs. Tenspite our concern at the Cuban regime's 
mounting hostility toward the United States and its prowin;, communist tendercies, 
we attempted patiently and consistently from early 1959 until late 1960 to 
negotiate differences with the regime. 


Plemoents in the Castro movement enyaged in anti~American activities during 
the revolution arainst Batista. Soon after it came to power in 1959, the Castro 
govermmont turned away from its previous promises, permitted communist influere 
to grow, attacked ard persecuted its own supporters in Cuba who expressed oppose- 
ition to communion, arbitrarily seized United States properties, and made a series 
ot baseless charses against the United States. It ignored, rejected or inmosed 
impossible conditions on ropeated United States overtures to cooperate and neg- 
otiateae In 1960 Cuba established close political, economic and military relation= 
ships with tho Cino-Seviet bloc, while increasing the pace and vehemence of 
maasures and attacks azainst the United States. We did not taxe defensive 
moasures until the last half of 1960. 


The United States terminated relations with the Cuban Government in Jamary 
1961 because of Cuba: denands which placed crippling limitations on our ability 
to carr, out diplomatic and consular functions in Cuba. The adootion by the 
present Cuban foverrment of a totalitarian comunist system ard its alignment 
with the international communist movenent, which were already clear at that 
time have become more complete since then. These develomments culvinated in 
December 1961, when Castro openly espoused Marxism-Leninism. 


Chronolorvy of Immnortant Events In 
Unitec ΣΤΥ S nen te LAbLOnS 


1957_= 196? 


1957 
July 25 U. Ss Anbassador varl Τὸ Smith, upon presentation of credentials, 
statos that the American people are saddened ard concerned over tre 
political unrest which has led to bloodshed in Cuba. . 
195c 
March 14 U. £. suspends ams deliveries to Cuba. 
June 22 Raul Cuatro, retel commander in northern Oriente province, issucs 
a militar; order for the detention, effective June 27, of all τ, S. 
male citizens for the purpose of "stopping U.S. military shipments 
to the Ratista covermment". Pursuant to this order, startin June 6 
Cuban rebels kidnay 43 U. S. citizens, including 30 sailors and harines, 
from the U. δι Haval Yase at Guartanamo Bay, Cubae The last of those 
Kidnapped are roleased July lb. 
Septembere Cuban rebels set up ἃ system for levying taxes on both Cuban and 
October τ. S. enterprisos operating in rebelecccupied territory in eastern 
Cuba, and harase several U. 5. companies in an attempt to collect 
funds and acquire supplies and equipment. 
October 920 Cuban rebels kidnap two Americans employed by the Toxas ΟΣ}, Company, 
and release them three days later, 
1959 
Jamary 1 President Patista Mees Cuda. 
Jamuary 2 Fidel Cestro proclaims provisional government headed by τατος Urrutia 
as President. 
Jamary Ὁ President Urrutia anpoints Jose “iro Cardona aa Prime Minister. 
Jamary 7 The U. S. recognizes the Cuban Government, noting with satisfaction 
the assurances given of the Cuban intention to comply with inter- 
national obligations and agreerants, and expresses the sircere 00d 
will of the Government and people of the U. S. towards tne new Govern- 
. ment amd ths people of Cuba. . 
‘January 7 The Cormunist Party daily ΠΟΥ appears in Habana for the first time 
. since 1953. | 
Jamery 9 - Ernesto iuevara, Commander of la Gbaha fortress in Habana, says 


that many members of the Commmist Party lost their lives Nghting 
Batiste while the Batista zovermment was receiving weapons fron 
the U. ὃ. Goverment, and that the Communists have earnec the right 
to be just another party in Cuba. 


Jamary 13 


January 13 


Jamary 27 


February 16 
Maren 2 


March & 


March 16 


March 22 


April 13 


April 16 


April 17 


= Dan 


By this date, almost 200 persons have been "tried" by revolutionary. 
tribunals, found guilty and susmarily shot. Py the end of 1959, the 
count is over 600. 


Ninc UC. 5. companies operating in Cuba have made advance paynonts 
of $2,560,000 on taxes which are not due until March 30. 


Fidel Castro succeeds Miro Cardona as Prime Minister. 


Ue. &. Ambassador Philip W. Bonsal presents credentials. lhe brings 
cordial creetings and heartfolt good wishes from Rresident Cisenhoeer 
for the happiness, prosperity and progress of Cuba. He states to 
*yezident Urrutia: "ive wish you evory success in your announced 
objective of raisin: the stancard of livin: of your country. I 

shall devote particulor attention to all onportunities of increased 
cooperation in the econanic field which may present themselves", 


The Cuban Goverment intervenes the Cuban Telenhone Comnany, the 
first intervention of a U. S.-owned firme 


Cuban Ambassador Ernesto Dilico presents credentials. President 
Eisenhower oxpresses hope and desire for ever closer relationship 
between Cuba ard the United States. 


Prima Minister Castro chargas that U. S. authorities were lax in 
keening track of arms purchases and other activities in the U. ὃ. 
directed against Cuba. U. S.dsnies charge on March 236 


Ambassador bonsal tells Prime Minister Castro thet the U. S. 
considers Castro's forthcoming visit to the J. 5S. very important, 


and offers to help in any way required. 


During lunch given by Secretary of State Christian Ferter for Prins 
Minister Castro in Washington, Assistant Secretary of State Roy R. 
Rubottom, Je, in convorsation with the President of the Cuban 
National Bank, Yelipe Pazos, arranges further conversations for the 
followin; day with Cuban officials. 


Assistant Secretary kubottor gives Minister of Economy Regino Boti, 
Minister of Treasury Eufo Lopez Fresquet, end Pazos friendly welcoane 
and invites them to indicate Cuba's needa. Ha saya the U. ὃ. Govame= 
ment desires to be helpful. The Cubans rebuff offer. 


Later the same day Prime Minister lastro, in a speech to the Ansrican 
Society of Newspaper editors, says he hag not Cazes to the U. 3. to 
ask for MONGY e 


May 17 


May 17 


may 27 


June 


June 


June 


June 


June 


June 


1 


11 


12 


22 


~}- 


Cuban Government approves agrarian reform law, providing for 
taking of agricultural properties, payment to be in 20-year 
bonds, at he1/2% interest. 


Assistant Secretary Rubottom tells Ambassador Dihigo that the 
U. 5. understands that the Cuban revolution 415 deep and neane 
ingful for tne Cuban people, that its eventual course is a 
matter for their decision, ani that we understand the desire 
and need for land reform. 


Ambassador Ponsal, in informal conversation with Minister of State 
Roberto Agramonte, states that the U. S. supports sound land reform, 
and recognizes Cuba's right to expropriate private property, pro- 
vided just and prompt compensation is made. He atates tnat it is 
4n the interest of both Cuba and the tl. ὃ. to work together, to get 
along amicably, and to afford each other a full hearing before 
taking actions materially alfecting the other. 


Commenting on Cuban agrarian reform law, J. S. expresses sympathy 
for the objectives of agrarian reforms recognizes *he right of a 
state to take property for public purposes, coupled with an obli~ 
gation to pay pranpt, adequate and effective compensation: expresses 
concern as to the adequacy of the law's provisions for compensation 
to '. S. citizens whose property may bo expropriated; and expresses 
hope for further exchanzes of views. 


Ambassador Bonsal urges on Prime Minister Castro the importance of 
close relations between Cuba ard the U.S. because of the inter 
related economies ard the proximity of the two countries. 


In Washington, Assistant Secretary Rubottom offers Cuban Minister 
of State Raul Roa full cooperation in returning problems of U.S.< 
Cuban relations to normal, non-public diplomatic channels, as 
advocated by Roa. 


In Washington, Under Secretary of State C. Douglas Dillon tells 
Minister of State Roa of the sincere desire of the Ue. S. that Cuba 


᾿ς grow and prosper, and exnresses the hope that the mutually beneficial 


traditional relationship between the U. ὃ. and Cuba continue. 


Cuban Goverrment seizes three U. S.-owmed cattle ranches in Camacuey 
province, first such seizures subsequent to the agrarian reform law. 


Cuban Goverrment seizes U. S.<-owned cattle ranch in Oriente provirce. 
July 1 


July 13 


July 1h 


July 14 


July 17 


July 23 


July 26 
July 31 


August 15 


August 2 


eur 


Major Pedro Luis Dias Lanz resigns as head of the Cuban Air Force, 
charging “ommmist infiltration of the armed forces and government. 


Prime Minister Castro describes reported appearance of Major Dias 
Lanz before the Senate Intormal Security Subcomiittce in executive 
session as an unfriendly act and as U. 5. interference in the ᾿ 
internal at'fairs of Cura. 


President Urrutia, annearinr on television, states that commnisn 
15 not really concerned with the welfare of the people, anc that 
40 constitutes a danger for the Cuban revolution. 


Najor Diaz Lanz testifies publicly before the Senate Internal 
ecurity Subcomittee on communism in Cuba. 


Acting Minister of State Armando Hart denounces Diaz Lanz appearance 
before Senate Internal Security Subcommittee as blatant interver.tion 
in Cuban internal affairs. 


In television appearance, Fidel Castro resigns as Prire Minister and 
accuses Prosident Urrutia of treason because of July 13 speech. 
Urrutia resigns. 


Ambescador Bonsal expresses to Minister of State Koa the general 
sympathy of the U. &. for the objectives of the Cuban revolution and 
our support for agrarian reform programs of a sound nature. States 
that in commection with the Diaz Lanz case, U.S. policy has been 
correct and faithful to our highest principles. cxpresses concern 
over the deterioration in Cuba-U. S. relations as ἃ result of eanti- 
Anerican statesents of orincipal Cuban Goverrment leaders. lExpresces 
wish ΟΣ Ul. 8. Governmmsnt to cooperate in any way in obtaining informe 
ation on various incidents. 


Fidel Castro announcea that he will resume position of Prime Minister. 


On at least 6 occasions cucine the month, Cuban Government officials 
seize or place cattle on iand owed cy U. 5. citizens. 


Prime Minister Castro charges complicity of U. £. orficials in 
pormitting planes participating in counter-revolutionary activities | 
against Cuba to take off from the Us. Se 


Assistant Secretary Rubottom emphasizes to Ambagsador Dihigo that he 
believes that the U.S. and Cuba urgently need to sit cown together ἢ 
and talk over various probiems to arrive at an unerstarcing. 


August 31 


éAuyust 32 


September 2 


September 3 


Septonver 10 


September 21 


September 30 


October ὁ 


October 22 


Octoher 19. 


On at least 3 occasions duriny the month, Cutan Government officials 
seize or harvest land amed by Ue &. citizens. 


Deputy Assistant vecretary of State Wi x ?. Enow, in conversation 
with Ambassador ἦσο, exresses meret at the continuin- attacks 

on the U. 5. by Cuban Uovermment o/ficials, concern at the failure 

of the Cuban Goverment to hear the views of Ub. &. tusiness interests 
before the passave of laws afiectiny them, and tre hope that tie 
Cuban Covermnont micht arrive at a better uncerstandin: of the U..86 
position in defense of democracy against the world cormunist σοι" 
spiracye 


In first interview since June 12, Anbassador Pensal expresses to 
Pring Minister Castro our <eneral sympathy with the objectives of 
the revolution, concern at anti-Arerican staterents made by Cvban 
officials and at insimations by Cuban ofNcials that our relations 
have not been straightforward and correct, at tne treatment received 
by American interests in Cuba, and at the failure of the tuban 
Government to see the implications of internatianal casymnisn. 


Assistant Seeretary Rubottom tells Cuban Representative on Inter- 
American Economic and Social Council, cnrique Yeres Cisneros, that 
tho Je Se is still disposed to carry out a policy of friendship and 
faimmess toxard Cuba despite considerable provocation durin; the 
past nine months. 


émbassador Dihigo informs ‘/ssistant “ecretary iubotton that President 
Ogvaldo Dorticos and Minister of State Noa are completely receptive 
to the irfea that Cuba and the U.S. tegin imrediately to discuss 
their problems and endeavor to arrive at mutually acceptable solu- 
tions. He requests that the J. S. compile a list of the sereral and 
specilic problems now troubling the U.S. in its relations with Cuba, 
and present the list to the Cuban Tovermment. Rubottom imicates his 
pleasure at this request and says that we will immediately give cone 
sideration as how best to meet it. 


On at least 8 occasions durin: the month, Cuben Goverrment officials 
soizo water system, forest and other lands, and place cattle on land 
owned by Ὁ, ὃ, citizens. 


Ambassador Ronsal tells Hinister of State Roa that the U. 5. is 
generally in sympathy with the stated democratic social objectives 
of the Cuban revolution, but also is verplexed and in doubt about 
Cuban attitudes toward the U.S. and the free world. 


U. Se presents nota to Cuban Government reaffirming our understanding 
and symoathy for the coals which the Cuban Goverument has declared 


to be the purpose of its agrarian reform. 


Hajor Huber Matos, a Rebel Army leader during the revolution, resigns 
as military chief of Camaguey province, charging Communist penetration 
of the goverment. Matos is arrested and on December 15 is sentenced . 
to 20 years in prison for conspiracy, sedition and treason. 


Cetober 21 


Cetober 2 


October 26 


October 26 


October 27 


Cctober 27 


Cetober 31 


November 6 


November 9 


abe 


Major Diaz Lanz makes an illicgal flight from the U. S. over Habana. 
Prime Minister Castro charges that the plane bombed and strafed 
Habana resultinz in deaths and injuries. 


Prine Minister Castro accusos the U.S. of tolerating air incursions 
against Cuba and of threatening Cuba with econonic strangulation. 


Cuban Goverment passes law imposing confiscatory taxes upon the 
iicaro nickel facility, ommed by the U. S. Government, in violation 
of a birding international agreement. Subsequently the Cuban 
Goverment intermittently embargoes the export of the oroduct and 
continually harasses the operation by delaying or failing to avorove 
the exportation of the product and the importation of critically 
needed suopliss and replacement parts. 


Referrin: to October 21 incident, U.S. states that the plane 
distributed leaflets over Habana, that it was impossible for the 
plane to bomb or strafe, that the Cuban police reported no bombing 
or strafing, and that deaths and injuriss from the incident must 
have resulted from Cuban antieaireraft fire or bombs thrown by 
terrorists. Rejecta implication that tie U. S. approved the flight 
or was in any way responsible. 


Ambassador Zonsal tells Cuban President Osvaldo Dorticos and 
Minister of State Roa that the "™'. S. awaits a resolution by tha 
Cuban Coverrment of the issues involved on ἃ basis of friendship 
end observance of international law which have traditionally 
characterized negotiations between Cuba and the U0. &.".- Sonsal 
also expresses the hope that normal negotiations will not be 
distorted to obscure the deep sympathy with which the entire U. ὃ. 
views the efforts of the Cuban people to achieve their social, 
economic and political aspirations. 


On at least 12 cecasions curing the month, Cuban Covermment officials 
seize lands, cattle and equipment, order cattle moved, deny access 
to pastures, order cutting of timber, open fences and plow up land, 
and place cattle on land owned by U. ὃ. citizens. 


Cuban Ministry of State distributes brochure entitled 'Cuba Denounces 
Before the World". Rrochure repeats allegations about October 21 
plane incident and charges that the U. S. is providing political 
asylum to Cuban fugitives from justice. 


U. S. protests November 6 brociure as disregarding facts on plans 
incident. Also states that Cuban Coverrment has nevor requested 
extradition of alleged fugitives from justice. uncer oxtradition 
treaty with U.S. = | 


November οἷς 


a  -.---ἰτιππιπαιπαιυδδα ΗΝ 
‘Te ν 


Noverber 2} Daniel M. Braddock, Minister-Counseslor of American Embassy, Habana, 
states to Finister of Econory Roti that although various individual 
matters have been discussed between Cuba and the U. S., little or 
no progress has been made on them. Braddock says that sam American 
companies in Cuba fear that the ultimate intention of the Cuban 
Governnent is to take them over. 


November 30 On at least 9 occasions curing the month, Cuban Government officials 
seize land, cattis and equipment and place cattle on land owned dy 
τς ὃ. citizens. 


Decender ἢ Ambagsador Bonsai reviews for Minlater of sconomy Boti the princinal 
events in U. &.-Cuban relations since October 12, noting the detcr= 
Loration that has occurred in the meantime. He refers to the Cuban 
offer of Noverber 13 to contime negotiations on nendiny questions, 
and asks if Poti is disnosed to rosume those discussions. Bots 
indicates assent. 


December 31 Cuba anc Commamist China sign trade agreement umer which Cuba is to 
sell Peipins 50,000 tons of sugar. 


December 31 On at least 7 occasions during the month, Cuban vovernment of 7icials 
saize land, equipment, property, remove timber, borrow equinnent 
(moat of which is not returned) and uso repair shops owned by U. 
citizens. 


1960 


Jvamary 1} U. S. protests ssizure of U. S. property in recent weeks by Cuban 
officials in violation of Agrarian “eforn Law. States that without 
court order or any written avthorization, lands and Luildincs have 
been seized and occupleds; equisment has been confiscated and 
removed; cattle have been taken; wocd has been cut end sold; 
productive pastures have teon plowed under without the consent of 
their owners anc fences and boundaries have been arbitrarily 
movede 


Jarmmary 2 Prime Minister Castro says that notes from the U. ὃ. State Department 
and statements by U. 5. officials encourage counterrevolutionary 
ectivities against Cuba and indicate that a policy of hostility 
against Cuba is more evident evory cay. He implies that the U. S&S. 
exploited Cuba for 50 years. 


Jarmary 26 President “isenhower reaffirms the adherence of the U.S. to the 
policy of non-intervention in the domestic affairs of othar countries, . 
including Cuba; explicitly recognizes the right of the Cuban Governe. 
ment and people to uncertaks social, ecoronaice and political reforms 
which, with due regard for their obligations umier international law, 
they may think desirable; and expresses the sympathy of the American 
poople for the aspirations of the Cuban people. 


January 27 Ansuering "resident Eisenhower's statement of January 26, President 
Dorticos stites that the Cuban Government is fully disposed to 
discuss differences between Cuba ard the U. S. through diplomatic 
negotiations, and will hear and consider complaints and claims 
regarding individual cases raised by J. ὃ. citizens, in accordsnce 
with Cuban and international law. January 31 


Jamuary 31 


\ February | 


February ἰ; 


February 10 


\ February 13 
February 13 


February 15 


February 15 


February 20 
February 22 


ate 


On at lcast 12 occasions durin: the month, Cuban vovernnent 
oLfictals seize a marine drodgc, land, stores, cattle and 
horses, and trand cattle owned by U. ὃ. citizens. 


Sovict first Deputy Premier Anastas I. “ikoyan arrives to open 
a Sovict exhibition. . 


Charge dfAffaires Sraddock ctates to Minister of State Roa that 

the Ul. ὃ. is disposed to take vresident Dorticos! statement at 

face value and is preparcd to mturn to diplomatic norms. fraddock 
mentions the desirability of leading officials of both Cuba and the 
U. ὃ. working within the traditional spirit of U. &.<Cuban fricnd- 
ship, maintainins an atmosphere free of public recriminations, ard 
observing standards of international and domestic laws applicable 
to each other's nationals. 


U.S. states that it considers the Jamary 27 statement of “resident 
Derticos consistent with a desire for a return to normal diplanatic 
channels and welcomes the readinoss of the Cuban Goverrrent to 
negotiate pending problems. 


Prime Minister Castro δι ἃ Deputy Premler Mikoyan sign joint Soviet 
Cuban communique cascribing their conversations as "carried out in 
an atmosphore of frank cordiality". 


Cuba and Soviet Union sipm trade and economic aid agreements. Soviet 
Union to buy 1 million tons of Cuban susar in each of ensuing 5 years. 
Soviet Union extends 3100 million credit for purchase of equipment. 


Replying to U. S. protest of January 11, Cuban Goverment states 
that no property has been confiscated under tne agrarian reform law; 
that where agrarian reform officials have occupied property, steps 
are being taken for their fair appraisals and that if the U. 5. 
considers that Cuban lawa have been violated, CU. ὃς nationals have 
the right to anpeal through appropriate channels. 


Cosmerce Minister Cenero Bonilla states that the C. ὃ. pays a 
premium orice ror sugar in order to bolster "inefficient and 
expensive" domestic su-jar naroducers who cannot comete with 
fefficient and cheap vroducers such as Cuba". 


Cuba signs trade and payments apreement with East Germany. 


Cuban Covermment announces that it has decided to name a cormission 
to begin negotiations in Washington, under the comition that the 
legislative and executive branches of the U. S. Government will 
adopt no meagure considerad prejudicial to the Cuban econony end 
people while the negotiations are in progress. 


February 23; 


sebruary 2u 
vebruary 29 
Mareh 2 


March ἢ, 
March 7 


March 9 


Harch 19 


March 20 


March 20 


\vareh 31 


Jeo 


Armed Forces linister Raul C.:stro blames the ὁ. S. for exploitation 
of Guba since tho beginning of the century. 


Veo. tells Cuban Government that it wishes to seek a solution of 
outstanding problems throush negotiations, but cannot accent the . 
condition propesec by the O:ican Covermment that no measure of a 
unilateral character he adopted ὈΣ the legislative or executive 
branch of the Ue ὃ. Goverment, anc wishes to explore the sucjects 
to be discussed btofore initiating nepvotiations. 


National Sank President Ernesto Guevara states that the 3 million 
tons of surar whic: Cuba sells annually to the U. &. " at sunposecly 
preferential norices" have meant and mean slavery for the σοῖο of 
Cubae ' 


French Hundtions shin La Coubre explodes ih Habana harbor. On 
March 5 Prime Kinister Castro identifies the U. S. as the res 2onse 
ible agent of the explosion. 


Tne Ue. ὃ. categorically and emphatically denies the charse by 
“rine Minister Custro implying involvement of the Ὁ, 5. Sovemment 
in the La Coubre dizaster. 


Secretary of State Herter states at cress confererce that 'we have 
been hopeful throughout that the atmosohere of our relationship 
with Cuba would allow us to settle tirough diplomatic means such 
differences as we ray have with Cuba”. 


Ue 5S. expresses shock and dismay at Prine Minister Castro's attri- |. 
buting responsibility for La Coubre disaster to ©. 5.3 rejects fe 
Castro's sugestion that the (0. Sve ants to keep Cuba defenseless 
in order to oppress Cuba; states that it is srensred to discuss 
various other matters, on which Castro has been critical of" the 
Ue. ὃ. through normal enannels of corsmnication; and continues to 
hope that the %. ὃ. and Cuba can settle their differences throus:k - 
diplomatic means. 


ational Bank -residert Cuevare states "Our war...is against the 
great nower of the north", 


Plane from the 0. S. leaves Fort Lauderdale, and is danared by 
Cuban gunfire as it lands on a hinhway in Cuba the next day. 
U. Se Grand Jury later indicts Villiam J. Shergalis, a U.S. 
citizen, and Hector Garcia Soto, both of wham arranged for the 
flight, for acting as apents of the Cuban Govarrment without 
filing the registration statement roquired by law. 


Cuha signs trade and payments avreerent with Poland. 
. April 11 


«10» 


April 11 | U.S S. asks Cuban covernment if the March 2 views of National 3ank 
Presicent Guovara on sugar represent the offietal Cuban position.s 
No reoly ever reccivec from Cubar: Government. 


April 19 Prime Iinister Castro states that the U. S. Sovermment takes 
advantaye of every opportunity to create confusion with resnect 
to ©. Seuban relations. He states thet tne U.S. Yoverrment 
seens to have adopted the policy used in the past to crecourae 
fascism. 


\ April 19 The first snioment of Soviet crude ofl] arrives in Cuba on the 
Sovict tanker Vishinsky. 


May 6 Cuban Coast Guard patrol vessel fires without warnins upon U. &. 
submarine Sea Poacher on the hivh seas 1} niles from the Coban 
coaste 


\. May 8 Cuba and the Soviet Union eatablish diplomatic relations. 


May 13 ‘rime 'inister Custro, referrin:; to fea Poacher incident of May 6, 
states that the Cuban Coast Guard cutter Oriente siyhted al. ὅν 
submarine 5 miles off the Cuban Coast. tn the same sveech Castro 
states that 3 miles is the Limit of Ouran territorial waters, 


May 1 U.S. expresses astonishment and protest to Cuban Govermment over 
Sea Poacher incident and requests exnlanation. On June 11 Prime 
Vinister Castro says that no explanation will be given. 


\_ May 16 Cuba and Czechoslovakia establish diplomatic relations. 
\ May 17 National Bank of Cuba informs 0.5. 01} companies in Cura that 


each of then will be roquired to ourchase 300,000 tonsa of aussian 
petroleun during the balance of 1960. 


May 17 Minister-—Counselor Braddock remincs Cuban Uncer Sccretary of State 
FPormandez Yont that Miniater of State Xoa told ¢mtassador Ronsal 
that Roa would be soon setting in touch with Bonsal to resume 
discussions on the possibility of negotiations on pending oroblems. 


June ἷς Ὅο ὃ. reviewa the record of the Cuban Government's campaicn of 
glandor asainst the Ὁ. S., and the efforts of the U. 5. to maintain 
its traditimally friendly relations with the people of Cuba. The 
record includes Cuban confiscation and expropriation of U. 5. 
property, failure of the Cuban Coverrment tv compensate U. 5. 
property owners, payments duc to American exporters, Cuban attacks 
on ἴδ, &. sugar premium, air incursions, and the La Coubre aid 
Sea 2oacher incidents. 


June 7 


June 


* June 


9 


18 


27 


Ὁ. ξ. objects to "fallzcious"” and "offensive" Cuban Goverment 
Danshlet containin; thinly veiled charges implyins . S. Covernment 
involverent in La Coubre disaster. 


Antonio Mufiez Jimenez, Director of the Agrarian feform Institute, 
Says in lioseow that of all the Latin American countries, Cuba is 
"the Soviet Union's createst and most loyal friend". 


Prins Minister Castro, referrince to the U. S. says that powerful 
interests wnich wanted to destroy the revolution provoked the La” 
Coubre incident. He calls this type of disaster "criminally 
conceived and executed". 


Cuban Govermment seices & UU. &.-owned hotels in Mabana. 
Cuba signs fiveeyear trace and payment agreements with: Czachoslovakia. 


price tinister Castro states that U.S. officials particinated in 
ἃ plot to momt an invasion attemot in Cuba against Nicaragua under 

the leadership of a Nicararuan exile, for the »surpose of embarrassing 

the Cuban Government « ἴω ὃ. states allepations are false. 


Cuban Minister of State Roa says in Montevideo that Cuba decided 
Fto break the structure of its commercial relations with the U. S.". 


Cuba and Poland establish diplomatic relatims. 


Joint Cuban-Coviet comainique in f:oscow notes the fruittul develop~ 
ment of trada, economic ard cultural ties between the Sovist Mnion 
and Cubase 


Agrarian fieform Director Nunez Jinanez states ‘The Coomunist Party 
of Cuba is.e.the Party whose members are receiving the banefits of 
the revolution". 


Ue Se Explains the unusual preca: tions it has taken arsinst illegal 
air incursions from U. 5. territory a:fecting Cuba. States thet ths 
Cuban Covernment has shown no recognition of these efforts, has 
contimied to picture the Ὁ. S. as permittin; and encouraring these 
incursions, and has never provided the U. ὃ. with data which vould 
aid in investisating the incursions. 


Ὁ. ὃ. submits memorandum to the Inter=imerican Peace Committee on 
provocative actions of the Cuban Government. Monoxandum mentions 
18 Coubre incident, Sea Poacher incident, air incursions, and false 
Cuban alisgations of U. ὃς complicity in plot to invade Nicaracua. 


Cuban Government seizes Texaco and Fsso refinories, on srounda that 
they had violated Cuban law in refusing to refine Soviet crude oil. 
As of this date, the oi2 companies had volunterily finarced over ‘ 

350 million worth of crude oil imports for which the Cuban Governe 

vent had refused to release dollars. 


July 3 


daly 3 


July 3 


July 3 


July 4 


July 7 


Ν duly 9 


July 9 
duly 10 


July 10 


fhevarian Reform Pirector ἰδῶ Jincnez states in “ast Serlin that 
Cube desires relations not only with the Soviet Union tut with all 
Socialist courntrics. 


U.S. Convress gives “resident authority to reduce imnort quota on 
Cuba SU; "are 


Jose Miro Cardora, Anbassador-dosi nate to the ''. S., resigns, 
statin: that “the idaoloczicel difterences between tie nlans of 
the soverment...and my conscience were impossible to resolve”. 
He takes asylum in the Argentine imoassy. 


U.S. proteats seizure of U. S.-amed οὐ refinerles as arbitrary, 
inequitable and contrary to Cuban lar, and exoresses the hope that 
the Cuban Government will rescind these actions. 


Cuban Goverrment passes “Nationalization Law", authoriuin;; nationale 
ization of U. S.-owmed property through exorooriation. Authorizes 
payment to te made from fund to be derived from receipts from annual 
mure::ases of Cuban sugar over 3 million tons, at orice of at rast 
5.75 cents ἃ pound. Yayment to be in 30-year bonds at 2: interest. 


President “Lsenhower "with the most cemine rovrot", orders a cut 
oy 700,000 tons in Cuta's 196) susar quota, on crounds that Cuban 
cormitments to pay for Coviet γοοζία with Cuban surar have raised 
serious coubts ag to whether the 7. °. can denend on Cuba ag a 
source of sufar. 


Prime Minister Castro savs that tle “ὁ S.acted ina "frenz,r of 
impotence and hatrod...in a fit of rare” in cutting the surar quota, 
but caties the U.S. anc says that his revolution will triunph. — 


Soviet Yremicr συ σον states tiat the Ufsr is "...raising its 
volee and externdins; a helpful nand t2 the neople of Cuba... peaking 
figuratively, in case of necessity, Soviet artillerymen can supvort 
the Cuban people with rocket fire..." 


President Eisenhower says that Yhrushchev'!s statement uncerscoves 
the closo ties that have develoncd betwoen the Soviet ani Cuban 
Goverrments « . 


Prime Minioter Castro devotes an ertire speech to expressing, ‘satis~ 
faction at the support offered Cuba by the Yoviaet Union and to 
attaching what he describes as the aggressive oolicies of the “ὁ 


ΩΣ 
a @ 


National Bank President Guevara states that Cuba is defended by 
the Soviet Union, "the greatest military nower in history". 


July 10 


July 16 


July a 
July 23 


July 30 


. August 1 


August 6 


August 6 


August 7 


August 10 
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President Uorticosa hails "the message of solidarity sooken by 
the Prime Linister of tha Soviet Union arxi coming to us in our 
most cifricult hour", 


Ue. ὥς. protests Nationalization Law of July 6 ag discriminatory, 
aroltram ond contlecatory. . 


Cuban press renorts Armed sorces Minister Kaul Castro stating in 
Honcow that Cuba "is grateful for political ard moral sunport fron 
the Soviet πλοῦ". 


Cuba signs a five-year trade and pxment azreements with Communist 
China, callinz for Chirese Comaunist purchase of 5 S00 3000 tons of 
Cuban sugar in each of the next Mve years. 


National Rank President Guevara states that the US, Cormunist 
China, and other socialist countries are Cuba's friends. 


Ὁ. 5. submits document to the Inter-American Peace Conaittee 
entitled "Responsibility of Cuban Goverrmont for Increased 
International Tensions in the Her-issnere". Document deals 
princinally with the relations cetween Cuba ané the Sino-Coviet 
bloc, and the emergence of a dictatorial sattern of political 
control in Cuba. Tocumert states that the Cuban Goverment has 
tazen discriminatory actions arcainst the property of ''. 5S. citisons 
in Cuba valued at over 6850 million, ani that no effort has been 
made by the Cuban Govermment to ass:re them anythinsy approaching 
adequate compensation. 


Under authority of the Nationalization Law, Cuba nationalic:es 
throush forced expropriation the oroperties of 26 companies wholly 
or partially owned by ©. ὃ. citizens. The ''. 5. protests this 
action on Aupust &. 


armed Corces ‘nister Raul Castro says Cuba 18 grateful for Soviet 
support, and that U. ὃ. aid always has strinis attached , Wnile aid 
from tne Soviet Unian is disinterested. 


Prime Minister Castro justifies the confiscation of the investments 
f£ U.S. citicens in Cuba by accusing the U. S. of "economic aggres= 
sion" in reducing Cuba's sugar quota. 


U.S. issces 23-page document containinm: evidence of the aggressive 
intent of the Cuban Goverment in its discriminatory trade and fine 
ancial policies, and its confiscation of the property of U. 5. 
citizens. Estimates the value of confiscated ὃς 5. property at 
about 21 billion. States that the vbackloy of payments due to U. S.- 
exnorter:: because of the failure of Cubsn authorities to make the 
necessary foreign exchange _ available is over $100 million. States | 
that about one-half of U.S. investments had been seized before any 
change was made in the Cuban sugar quota. 


Document 


August 13 


August 16 


August 2), 


August 29 


August 29 


_ September 2 


September 12 
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Rocument states that pronerty seized uncer Nationalization Law of 
July 6 covers only the most recent cases of the arbitrary taking 

of such property without promot, acequate anc οὐ fective compense 
ation. In prior cas: starting in June 1959, the Cuban Covern~ 
ment has shown litt: - 30 consideration for tha rights gusran- 
teed oroperty owners uncer the laws of Cuba. It has scized and . 
occupied lands and buildings of 9. S. citizens, confiscated and 
renoved eq:ioment, coniiscated and removed cattle from the past= 
ures of owners, seized timberland resources, nlowed uncer productive 
pastures without the consent of owncre, and arbitrarily moved fences 
and boundaries. In many caseg ao inventory was taxon at the time 

of seizure nor receipt provided, nor indication given that any pay 
mont would be mace. The valuo of 4merican owned property a‘fected 
by such acts is estimated at 2350 million. 


Commerce Minister Cepero 3onilla declares that for the coinine year 
πὸ would be much more acvantaeous to Cuba 15 the Τί, 5. did not 
buy a single crain of evefar”. 


Cuban press reports on mossace from Prime Minister Castro to 
Premier Khrushchev, expressing thanks ‘for the support of the 
Soviet peovle, which is irrefutable proof that the peoples 
fighting, for their independence are not alone in their str:gcle". 


Crime Minster Castro charges the U.S. wit! supporting comtere 
revolutionaries and states that Cuba will be friends with the 
Soviets and the Chinese People's Republic. 


The Foreirn Ministers of the American Kesublics, meeting at San 
Jose, Costa πάσα, approve Declaration of San Josa, stating that 
the acceptance by an American stato of extracontinental intere~ 
vertion endangers American solidarity and security. They also 
create an ad hoe good offices committee to help settle contro- 
versies botweon governments in the Americas. 


Prime Minister Castro repeats chargea of U. 5. aggression against 
Cuba and says he will not renmamrce Soviet support. 


In reply to the Declaration of San Jose, Prime Minister Castro 
presents "Declaration of Habana", wnich bitterly attacks the 

U.S. and the JAS, denounces U.S. intervention in Latin America, 
accepts offer of assistarce fron the Soviet Union, and denies that 
the Soviet Union or Canmnist China have interventionist intentions 
in the “estern Hemispheree States Cuba will establish relations 
with tha Chinese Psopleta Hepublic. 


-U..S. offers to present its charges for examination by the cocd 


offices camittee created Aucust 29, and express the hope that 
the Cuban Government will cooperate. 


faptember 15 


an 


\ September 15 
September 17 


\ Septemter 18 


September 23 
September 26 


Ν᾿ September 30 


“Ostober 7 
Cetober 12 


October 13 


Cetober 19 


October 2) 


’ Ostobor 26 


Cctober 27 


“15= 


Cuba and Hungary sign trade and payments agreemsnts. 


Under authority of the Nationalization Law, Cuba nationalizes 3 
ae S.-omed banks through forced expropriation. U. 8. nrotests 
on September 29. - . 


National Bank Prosident Guevara eccuses ths U.S. of aggression 
and gonocide. Says that Cuda has received arms from Czechoslovakia 
anc is expecting many more from any power that will sell then. 


Cuba and North Korea establish diplematic relations. 


Prime Minister Castro makes series of untrue and distorted alleg~- 
ations against the U. 8. at the UN General Assembly. 


Communist Chinese Prims Minister Chou En-lai states that “in the 
event of necessity the Chinese Goverment and people will zive 411 
pos sible support and aid to the Cuban people...%. 


Cuba and Bulgaria sign trace and payments agreenents. 


Ὁ. ὃ. submits document to the UN Secretary Censral entitled Facts 
Corcerning Relations Setaween Cuba and the U. S.", replying to 
Prime Minister Castro's allegations of Septerber 26. 


Unidentified men raid the Cuban Consulate Gensral in Miemt. Cuban 
Covermment states that the attack was nermitted with the "suspicious 
indifference" and the "manifest collusion of the American authare 
ities" and that the identities of those reeponsible are known to 

the authorities. 


U.S. prohibits exports to Cuba except for nonemsidised foodstuffs, 
medicines and mdical supplies, to cefernd the legitimate sccncemic 
interests of the people of the U.S. against the discriminatory, 
aggressive and injurious economic policies of tha Yaatro regins, 


Under authority of the Naticnalization Law, Cuba nationalizes through 
forced expropriation 166 properties wholly or prattially amed by 
U. 85. citizens. U. S. protests on November 19. 


Cubs and Rumania establish diplomatic relations and sign trade and 
technical assistance agrsements. 


U.S. rejects “emphatically and categorically” the Cuban protest of 
October 13. States that the U.S. dogs not condone the violation 
of its laws by anyone, that it makes every effort to prevent such 
violations, that an investigation into the incident is contiming 
and that the U.S. has told the Hiamt police of the need for special 
police protection for the Consulate Genoral. 


October 28 


Netober 28 


November Ly 


Ν \ November 18 


\ . December 2 
December 9 


ῪἮἈ Becember 11 


τ December 15 


December 16 
December 17 


December 19 


1961 


Jamuary 2 


Jenuery 2 


Jamary 3 
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J. S. reiterates Septemter 12 offer to cronerate with ood orfices 
committee and expresses hope that co:rmittee will carry out its 
néiscion prommntly. 


Cuban Goverment rejects the τῆς ὃ. statements of Nctober c/ as, 
trendactous ard detrimental" and refers to an “alliance” between 
the oxceutioners of tha Cuban oaople and tho U. 5. voverment. 


U. Se states that at least 12 Soviet ships havo delivered arms 
and arrunition to Cuba since July 1960 and that Soviet bloc arms 
srovided to Cuba amount to at least 23,000 tons. 


Cuba and North Vietnam establish dinvlomatic relations. 
Cuba ard Outer Mongolia establish diplanatic relations. 


National Bank President Guevara expresses vholehcarted support 
Sor the December 6. statement of the Conzress of €1 Communist 
Parties which met in Moscow, and states that Cuba "should follow 
the example of peaceful covelonment sat by the Soviet Union". 


Cuba and Altanta establish diplomatic relations. 


President Eisenhower fixes the Cuban supar quota at zero for the 
first quarter of 1961. 


Cuba and Hungary establish diplomatic relations. 


Cuba and the Soviet Union sign joint communique throuzh which Cuba 
openly aligns itself with the domestic amd foreirn policies of the 
Soviet Union and indicates its solidarity with tho Sino-Coviet bloc. 


Cuba holds military parade. Many Soviet and Bloc arms displayed, 
including tanks, assault ins and field puns. Prime Minister Castro 
says this represents only a “small part" of tre arms which Cuba has 
received fram the 3loc. 


Prime Minister Castro demands that the 0. 5. Embassy in Habana be 
reduced to 11 officials within 49 hours. 


te 8. terminates diplomatic and consular relations with Cuba in 
view of Castro's demand of Jamary 2, which placed crippling 
limitations on the ability of the U. S. to carry out normal dip] 


‘lomatic and consular functions. Cuba turns over its diplomatic 


and consular affairs to the Embassy of Czechoslovakia in ‘ashinczton. 


February 23 


᾿ς February 23 


March 32 
April 3 


April 3 


April 16 
April 17=-19 


April 20 
April 22 
April 30 


May ἃ 


July 26 


September 20 


Armed -‘orces tiinister xaul Castro declares that the Chinese 
People's Kepublic has sent Cuba hundreds of machine cuns. 


President Kennedy fixes the Cuban sugar quota at zoro for 1961. 


U.S. issues "Cubs" pamphlet, oxpressim: determination to support 
fur. .9 democratic poverrments in Cuba to help the Cuban people 
achieve freedom, democracy, and social justice, and calling on 
the Castro regime to sever its links with the international . 
Communist movement. 


Department states in "Cuba" pamphlet that since mid-19C0 more 

than 30,000 tons of arms, with arn estimtead value of $50 million, 
have arrived in Cuba trom “beyond the Iron Curtain"; that the 
Cuban armed forces are dependent on the Soviet bloc for the mai: 
tename of thelr armed nowers that Soviet and Czech nilitary 
advisers and technicians have acc.mpanied the flow of arms; that 
Cubans have gone to Czechoslovakia ard the Sovict Union for trainee 
ing as jet pilots, sround maintenance crews, amd artillerysiin; | 
anc that Cuba has, except for the U. ., the largest ground forces 
in the hemtisnhere, at leest ten times as large as those maintained 
by previous Cuban Governments, including that of Batista. 


Prims Minister Castro describes his regimes as socialist. 


Cuban patriots fail in attempt to redeem the indesemdlence of their 
hoandland. a“ 


President Kennedy states that any unilateral American intervention 
would have been contrary to our traditions ard to our international 
obligations, but that we do ποῦ intend to ¢bandon Cuba. 


Cuba votas with the Sovist bloc on almost every major international 
igsue during the 15th General Assembly of the Unitcd hations, which 
ran from September 20 to December 20, 1960 and March 7 to April 21, 
1961. 


Ministor of Industries χυϑϑῖο Guevara declares that the Castro 
noverent vas “the first socialist revolution in Latin America®", 


Prime Minister Castro speaks of "our Socialist Revolution" amd 
says that a new "socialist constitution" will bc: prepared for Cuba. 


Prime Minister Castro announces formation of Integrated Hevolutionary 
Organizations (ORI) as tho orecursor of the United Party of the. 
Sccialist Revolution, to be the only party in Cuba. 


Soviet—Cuban communique proclains “identity of positiona of the 
Soviet Union and Cuba on all tha international questions that were 


discussed", 
Ostober 2 


Coteber 2 


December 2 


December 6 


December 20 


1962 


Jamary 1, 


January 31 


March 27 
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Choinese-Cuban communique preclains complete arreesent between ths 
Cuban amd Chinese Communist regimes on "the current international 
situation and ths question of further developing Iriendship anc 
cooperation”. 


Prime Minister Castro states: "I believe cbsolutely in Marxtamece 
I om a Farxist-Lleninist and will be a MarxisteLeninist until ths 
last day of sy life". He admits that he hid his true political 
idsolocy during his revolutionary strugyle becsuse he felt that 

δ ρου wo, when we began to have strenzth, had been known as 
people of very radical ideas, unquestionably all the social classes 
that are making wary on us would have been doing so from that tims 
ONeve*s 


- 


Ue. Se submits docurmsnt to the Inter-American Peace Committee 
entitled "The Castro Regims in Cuba", containiny information on 
Cuba's ties with the Sino-Soviet bloc and her threat to independent 
goverments in the Western Hemisphere. 


Cuba votes with Soviet bloc on 33 out of 37 major issues in 16th 
Session of UN Cencral Assembly. 


The Interaimrican Peaco Committee reports that Cuba's connections 
with the Sino-Soviet bloe are incompatible with inter~Anerican 
treaties, principles and stancards. 


Tho Foreign Ministers of the American Republics, meeting at Punta 
Οὐδὲ Este, declare that as a consequence of its public alignment 
with the internationel communist movement, the present Narxisate 
Leninist goverment of Cube is excluded from participstion in the 
inter=Anerican system. 


Ue ὃ. states that Sino-Soviet blics has furnished about 1100 million 
worth of military equiment and technical services to Cuba and that 
eaveral hundred Cuban military personnal have received training, 


. Sneluding pilot training, in the Bles. érms3 include 5-75 HIO jet 


fighters; 150=250 tanks; 50-100 easgault yums; 50081000 field 
artillery; 500~1000 anti-aircraft artillery; 500 mortars; 
200,000 small arms; and some patrol vesssle and torpedo boata. 
No evidence of misailes, missile tases, or barbers, 


~ 


---- 


duns 15, 1962 


July 31 


Sept. 1 


Sept. 4 


Continuation of Chronology of Important 


Events in United States-Cuban Relations 


Cuban patriots who were taken prisoner in April 1961 . 
attempt to redeem the independence of their homeland 

are sentenced by Cuban revolutionary tribunal to 30 

years in prison, subject to release upon payment of 
indemnities totaling more than $62 million. 


Late in the month large quantities of new Soviet arms 

and technical military personnel begin arriving in Cuba,. 
and continue at least into September, These arms include 
surfact-to-air missiles with a range of 25 miles, coastal 
defense missile installations effective to a range of 30- 
35 miles, a limited number of modern jet interceptors 
(MIG=21) possibly equipped with air~to-air migsiles, and 
several "Komar' class guided missile patrol boats which 
carry two short range missiles (11-17*miles). The new ship- 
ments also include types of weapons previously delivered 
to Cuba such as tanks, self-propelled guns and other . 
sround force equipment, About 4200 Soviet military 
Specialists and technicians have arrived in connection 
with the shipments. 


Soviet-Cuban communique states that at Cuban Government 
request, the Soviet Union has agreed to furnish arms to 
Cuba and to send technical specialists to train Cuban 
military personnel, 


President Kennedy, referring to the Soviet arms and 
military personnel which began arriving in Cuba in 
July, states that there is no evidence of any organized 
combat force in Cuba from any Soviet bloc country; of 
military bases provided to Russia; of a violation of 
the 1934 treaty relating to Guantanamo; of the presence 
of offensive ground-to-ground missiles; or of other 
significant offensive capability either in Cuban hands 
or under Soviet direction and guidance, The President 
further states that the Castro regime will not be 
allowed to export its aggressive purposes by force or 
the threat of force. and that it will be prevented by 


whatever 


Sept, 11] 


Sept. 13 


Sept. 25 


whatever means may be necessary from taking action 
against any part of the Western Hemisphere. 


In a statement by TASS, the Soviet Government asserts 
that it is providing military assistance of a defen- 
Sive character to Cuba because of the allegedly-in- 
creasing danger of attack by U.S. armed forces, and 
States that such an attack “would be the beginning of 
the unleashing of war." 


President Kennedy states that if at any time the 
Communist build-up in Cuba were to endanger or inter- 
fere with our security in any way, including our base 
at Guantanamo, our passage to the Panama Canal, our 
missile and space activities at Cape Canaveral, or 
the lives of American citizens in this tountry, or if 
Cuba should ever attempt to export its aggressive 
purposes by force or the threat of force against any 
nation in this hemisphere, or become an offensive 
military base of significant capacity for the Soviet 
Union, then this country will do.whatever must be done 
to protect its own security and that of its allies. 


Castro announces that an agreement has been reached 
for Soviet-Cuban joint construction of a fishing port 
in Cuba. 


4 


Y 


1962 


Sept. 26 


Oct. 3 
Oct. 16 


Oct. 22 


Oct. 24 


Continuation of Chronology of Impvwtant 


Events in United States-Cuban Relations 


Congress approves resolution backing President on necessary 
Cuban action. 


President Kennedy signed resolution. 


U.S. notes first definite evidence of presence of Soviet 
offensive missiles in Cuba, 


President Kennedy announces imposition of quarantine on importa- 
tion of offensive weapons into Cuba, 


Quarantine on importation of offensive weapons into Cuba takes 
effect. 


